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Some questions identified in last week’s webinar

• How do we engage our community to come forward for testing (and isolation) without 
stigmatization?

• How to we communicate that venue closure is counter-productive? 

• What type of contact is associated with transmission?

• Do we need special measures for PLWH? (i.e. early treatment, prioritization for post-
exposure vaccination?)

• How do we protect our frontline HCWs (i.e. what PPE)?

• Is there really ‘sexual transmission’
• i.e. seminal fluid/vaginal secretions once rash has resolved

• Is there asymptomatic transmission? Droplet transmission? 

• Can we de-isolate vaccinated contacts?

• What advice can be given to recovered individuals around sexual and other contacts? 



Objective: To share information between European stakeholders on the 
Monkeypox outbreak, with a focus on communication messages for men who 
have sex with men and to identify needs for Europe-wide guidance going 
forward.

Participants: Public health, clinicians, community organisations, social 
networking app owners, European agencies (WHO Regional Office for 
Europe, European Commission and European Medicines Agency)
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Agenda
▪ ECDC epidemiological update on Monkeypox (Joana Haussig, 5 min)

▪ Country update (20 minutes total)

- Portugal (Margarida Tavares)

- Spain (Julia Del Amo/Pepa Sierra)

- United Kingdom (Mateo Prochazka, UKHSA/Sanjay Bhagani, EACS/Royal Free)

▪ Community engagement (10 min)

- Grindr (Jack Harrison-Quintana/Steph Niaupari)

- Hornet (Jawad Badran)

• WHO update on ongoing/planned MPX activities (Richard Pebody, 5-7 min)

• ECDC update on ongoing/planned MPX activities (Thomas Hofmann, 5 min)

• Discussion

- Questions to speakers

- Tour de table: What are the needs for further support?
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Monkeypox multi-country outbreak –

Epidemiological update 31 May 2022

Joana Haussig, ECDC 

Expert Emerging and Vector-borne Diseases

ECDC/EACS webinar on the monkeypox outbreak, 31 May 2022



Epidemiological update as of 31 May 2022

• In the EU/EEA 321 cases:
Austria (1), Belgium (10), Czechia (5), Denmark (2), Finland (1), France (17), 
Germany (21), Ireland (2)*, Italy (14), Malta (1), the Netherlands (26), Portugal (96), 
Slovenia (2), Spain (120)* and Sweden (3).

• Outside of the EU/EEA 236 cases:
Argentina (2), Australia (2), Canada (26), Israel (2), Mexico (1), Switzerland (4), 
Thailand (1)*, the UAE (4), the UK (179)* and the US (15).

• First time that chains of transmission are reported in Europe without known 
epidemiological links to West or Central Africa. 

• The majority of cases are in young men, self-identifying as MSM. 

• Most cases presented with lesions on genitalia or peri-genital area, indicating 
that transmission likely occurs during close physical contact during sexual 
activities. 

• No deaths have been reported.
Disclaimer: Data presented in this update are compiled from official sources or, if not available, from public sources quoting national authorities. 
An asterisk (*) indicates that the latest data were collected through media.
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Case-based reporting of monkeypox

• Currently EpiPulse line lists used to report case-based MPX data 
(implemented Fri 20 May)

• Merged the existing EpiPulse items related to MPX into one single item: 
2022-STI-00005 Monkeypox - Multi-country – 2022

• Tentative launch of MPX TESSy reporting Thu 2 June

• Metadata set similar to what is currently used in EpiPulse

• Data to be reported twice weekly by Tuesdays 10:00AM and Fridays 
10:00AM.
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Thank you!
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UKHSA guidance on Monkeypox

Principles for monkeypox control:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/principles-for-monkeypox-
control-in-the-uk-4-nations-consensus-statement
Interim guidance to support NHS Trusts in managing the de-isolation 
and discharge of monkeypox-infected patients: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/de-isolation-and-discharge-of-monkeypox-
Infected-patients-interim-guidance
Guidance on Monkeypox vaccination: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/upload
s/attachment_data/file/1079498/Recommendations-for-pre-and-post-
exposure-vaccination-during-a-monkeypox-incident-27-may-2022.pdf

Contact tracing guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/monkeypox-contact-tracing
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Community engagement



Community engagement

ECDC, ‘the love tank’ and MPACT to 
work on some key messages

▪ The community
✓ on the importance of ‘self care’ and harm 

reduction

▪ For public health
✓ on the importance of not closing down 

festivals and Pride events, and use these as 
events to get across public health messages



Push messages via Grindr and Hornet



Visits to the European Test Finder

https://www.testfinder.info

https://www.testfinder.info/




I. Educate Grindr Users
II. Activate Grindr Users
III. Fund the LGBTQ Movement
IV. Bring social justice into the app itself

What is Grindr for Equality



Monkeypox
Messaging



From Pop-ups to Inbox Messages



All Grindr users in Europe have received this message over the past week.

Of those users, 15.45% clicked through for more information.

Results



13 Languages
• Croatian: 14.14%
• Dutch: 14.02%
• English: 9.99%
• French: 16.59%
• German: 14.02%
• Greek: 15.07%
• Italian: 19.02%
• Polish: 18.22%
• Portuguese: 19.57%
• Russian: 9.09%
• Spanish: 12.20%
• Turkish: 13.09%
• Ukrainian: 9.67%

Click-through Rates by Langauge



The United Kingdom

All Grindr users in the UK have received this 
message over the past week.

Of those users, 7.42% clicked through for 

more information.

One difference in the messaging is that the texts 
points out a way to get information easily by phone, 
rather than just online.



We are seeking connections at the Public Health Agency of Canada

Canada



Thank you for your partnership

jack@grindr.com
steph.niaupari@grindr.com

equality@grindr.com

mailto:jack@grindr.com
mailto:steph.niaupari@grindr.com
mailto:equality@grindr.com
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Discussion

• Questions to speakers

• Tour de table 
• What are the needs for further support?
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Thank you!


