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•    UKHSA data: Summary report Oct 2024:  
      statistics to end 2023. Mainly England.
•     Cumulative data by year: HIV testing,  
        diagnoses, treatment & PrEP by age, sex, gender, 
        ethnicity, likely route etc. Excel data tables.
•     50% increase in new diagnoses in 2023.
•     Full report published 1 Dec 24

UK HIV Statistics 2023

UKHSA. www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hiv-annual-data-tables

Official Statistics

HIV testing, PrEP, new HIV
diagnoses and care outcomes for
people accessing HIV services:
2024 report
Updated 1 October 2024

UK Health
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• High rates of treatment access and viral load 
suppression.

• 40% still diagnosed late
• 100,063 people now living with HIV 
• 98% accessed care (98,395 of 99,931) 
• 98% had undetectable viral load (90,942 of 93,099)
• 5% increase in mortality (626 people) 

Summary HIV data
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Source: Data from routine returns to the GUMCAD STI Surveillance System
(HIV testing in England (https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hiv-annual-data-
tables) of the accompanying data tables).

Overall, testing in London increased by 8% between 2022 and 2023 (413,755 to
445,655), exceeding 2019 levels (430,853). The equivalent figures outside
London were a 9% increase (719,593 to 782,840), and 90% of 2019 testing
levels (867,297) (Figure 3).

In 2023, testing among GBMSM living in London continued to exceed that seen
in 2019 (68,969), rising from 89,719 in 2022 to 96,929 in 2023 (Figure 3).
Outside London, after increasing from 78,468 in 2019 to 98,234 in 2022, the
number remained relatively stable at 97,960 in 2023 (Figure 3). In contrast,
testing in heterosexual and bisexual women and heterosexual men, both inside
and outside London, remains below 2019 levels, despite year-on-year increases
since 2020 (Figure 4). For heterosexual and bisexual women, testing in 2023
corresponds to 98% of 2019 testing levels in London (196,591 of 199,969) and
84% outside of London (340,336 of 405,018). Similarly, testing in 2023 for
heterosexual men living in London was 89% of 2019 levels (115,745 of 130,523)
and 72% (199,095 of 276,203) for heterosexual men living outside of London.

Figure 3. Number of GBMSM tested for HIV and proportion positive at
all SHSs, London and outside London, 2019 to 2023
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Source: Data from routine returns to the GUMCAD STI Surveillance System
(HIV testing in England (https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hiv-annual-data-
tables) of the accompanying data tables).

Figure 4. Number of heterosexual and bisexual women and heterosexual
men tested for HIV and proportion positive at all SHSs, London and
outside London, 2019 to 2023

UKHSA. (2024)

Via sexual health 
clinics.

Number of gbMSM
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Number of people testing for HIV
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Source: Data from routine returns to the GUMCAD STI Surveillance System
(HIV testing in England (https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hiv-annual-data-
tables) of the accompanying data tables).

HIV positivity within SHSs

New diagnoses data in the Yorkshire and Humber region in 2023 (and in
England) was affected by a data quality issue. This has now been resolved and
the data in this report has been updated. Therefore, the data in this report may
not match the equivalent data in other publications.

The proportion of tests that were positive in all SHSs remained stable from
0.09% (1,003 of 1,171,837) in 2022 to 0.09% (1,191 of 1,269,944) in 2023
compared with 0.12% in 2019 (1,553 of 1,325,994). A similar trend was seen in
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HIV positivity within SHSs

New diagnoses data in the Yorkshire and Humber region in 2023 (and in
England) was affected by a data quality issue. This has now been resolved and
the data in this report has been updated. Therefore, the data in this report may
not match the equivalent data in other publications.

The proportion of tests that were positive in all SHSs remained stable from
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Number of HIV diagnoses 2023
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Source: Data from routine returns to the HIV and AIDS Reporting System
(HARS) (New HIV diagnoses, AIDS, deaths and people in care in England
(https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hiv-annual-data-tables) of the accompanying
data tables).

HIV diagnosis by country of first diagnosis
Since 2015, UKHSA and its predecessors have been able to categorise HIV
diagnoses according to whether they were first diagnosed in England or
previously diagnosed abroad (see definition in Appendix); (of those living in
England who were newly diagnosed, less than 0.5% were first diagnosed in
another nation of the UK so are referred to as ‘first diagnosed in England’).
Together with trends in HIV test positivity, HIV diagnoses first made in England
are used as a proxy for HIV transmission to evaluate the success of HIV
prevention activities. While it is important that people previously diagnosed
abroad are rapidly linked to care and treatment following UK arrival, diagnosis
trends in this population do not reflect HIV transmission in England.

In England, over half (53%, 3,198 of 6,008) of the diagnoses in 2023 were
known to have been previously diagnosed abroad (Figure 9). This is a 110% rise

8,000

HIVdiagnoses
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4,000

2,000
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Deaths

AIDSatdiagnosis

2023

6,402 HIV diagnoses in 
England Scotland and 
Wales

6,008 in England
3,975 in 2022 (51% rise)
3,859 in 2019 (56% rise)

UKHSA. (2024)19  20  21  22
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Country of first HIV diagnoses

from 1,524 in 2022 and a 202% rise from 1,058 in 2019. The remaining 47%
(2,810) of diagnoses in 2023 were first made in England, a rise of 15% from
2,451 in 2022 but comparable to the 2,801 in 2019. This is the first time the
number and proportion of diagnoses previously made abroad have exceeded
those first made in England.

Figure 9. HIV diagnoses by country of first diagnosis including
adjustments [note 1] for potential misallocation of location of first
diagnosis, England, 2015 to 2023
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Source: Data from routine returns to the HIV and AIDS Reporting System
(HARS) (New HIV diagnoses, AIDS, deaths and people in care in England
(https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hiv-annual-data-tables) of the accompanying
data tables).

Note 1: The dotted lines represent the number of new diagnoses by country of
first diagnosis after adjusting for the 253 people who were reported as first
diagnosed in England but were likely previously diagnosed abroad based on
being born abroad.

Due to data quality issues, it is likely that the number of people first diagnosed in
England is overestimated. To minimise this, UKHSA contacted individual
reporting sites with the greatest increase in numbers of people first diagnosed in
England to verify and correct the data. Subsequently, a provisional adjustment
found around 253 people reported as first diagnosed in England were likely
previously diagnosed abroad. This is because they were born abroad, arrived in

Only 15% increase in people 
first diagnosed in the UK,

53% of new diagnoses had 
previously been diagnosed 
outside the UK. 

>200% increase in previous 
first-diagnoses outside the UK.

<50 c/mL within 1-6 months

UKHSA. (2024)
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First diagnosed outside the UK
Data by likely route of 
acquisition.

UKHSA. (2024)

exposed though sex with men (154% increase from 594 in 2022 to 1,509 in
2023), 21% were men exposed through sex with women (151% increase from
272 in 2022 to 683 in 2023), and 18% were men exposed through sex with men
(38% increase from 409 in 2022 to 566 in 2023) (Figure 17).

Among those previously diagnosed abroad in 2023, 63% were black African
(2,023 of 3,198), 10% were white (314 of 3,198), 8% were mixed or other (261 of
3,198), and 7% were Asian (210 of 3,198).

The majority of people of black African ethnicity who were previously diagnosed
abroad were men (25%; 501 of 2,022) and women (59%; 1,192 of 2,022)
exposed through sex between men and women. Meanwhile, most people of
white and Asian ethnicity previously diagnosed abroad were exposed through
sex between men, at 53% (166 of 314) and 63% (132 of 210), respectively.

Figure 17. New HIV diagnoses among people previously diagnosed abroad
by probable route of exposure, England, 2019 to 2023
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Source: Data from routine returns to the HIV and AIDS Reporting System
(HARS) (New HIV diagnoses, AIDS, deaths and people in care in England
(https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hiv-annual-data-tables) of the accompanying
data tables).
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First HIV diagnoses in England
New new diagnoses are 
steady or still slightly 
increasly in 2023 in 
people who were first 
diagnosed in the UK.

Whether to change 
health targets?

UKHSA. (2024)
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Source: Data from routine returns to the HIV and AIDS Reporting System
(HARS) (New HIV diagnoses, AIDS, deaths and people in care in England
(https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hiv-annual-data-tables) of the accompanying
data tables).

Figure 16. New HIV diagnoses among people first diagnosed in England by
probable route of exposure among those living outside London, England,
2019 to 2023
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Late HIV diagnoses (CD4 <350_
80% had CD4 test 
available within 3 mo. 
Median CD4 367

40% diagnosed late: 
impact on mortality.

Differences by age, 
region and race – see 
detailed report.

UKHSA. (2024)
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Figure 19c. Number and proportion of people diagnosed late by gender
identity, 2021 to 2023
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PrEP access

Differences in uptake

UKHSA. (2024)19  20  21  22

In 2023, 73.0% (96,562) of people defined as having a PrEP need, initiated or
continued PrEP an increase from 71.2% (86,616) in 2022 and 69.8% (61,473) in
2021 (Figure 7). Among GBMSM with PrEP need, 75.4% (83,210 of 110,338)
initiated or continued PrEP in 2023, compared to 39.0% (1,884 of 4,826) in
heterosexual men and 40.9% (2,034 of 4,969) in heterosexual and bisexual
women (Figure 7).

Figure 7. Proportion of people with a PrEP need identified (by initiation
status) or not identified among people defined as having a PrEP need by
gender identity and sexual orientation, England, 2021 to 2023
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Source: Data from routine returns to the GUMCAD STI Surveillance System
(HIV pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) need and use in England
(https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hiv-annual-data-tables) of the accompanying
data tables).
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• Significant disparity of access to care shown by 
ethnicity: testing, access, treatment

• 2025 targets will not met without significant 
increase in funding.

• Political sensitivity on how data are reported.
• UKHSA only refer to lack of transmission risk.
• UK includes access to ART for all based on public 

health and cost effectiveness – before generics.

Implications



Simon Collins, www.i-Base.info                                                                BASHH bite size webinar, 16 October 2024

https://i-base.info/htb/48896

�i-base �i-base �i-base

�i-base �i-base i-base

Thanks



Simon Collins, www.i-Base.info                                                                BASHH bite size webinar, 16 October 2024

Thanks



Simon Collins, www.i-Base.info                                                                BASHH bite size webinar, 16 October 2024

Testing update

Differences in uptake

UKHSA. (2024)19  20  21  22

2019 and 2023, over 90% GBMSM in specialist SHS who were offered a test
had a test compared to over 80% in heterosexual men (Figure 6). However, test
uptake remains consistently lower in women, with 65% of heterosexual and
bisexual women tested in 2023. The lower uptake of HIV testing in women is
partially explained by data quality issues such as some reproductive health
related attendances being miscoded as sexual health attendances. However,
test uptake in heterosexual and bisexual women has decreased from 69% in
2019 to 65% in 2023.

Figure 6. HIV testing uptake among those offered testing at specialist SHS,
by gender identity and sexual orientation, England, 2019 to 2023
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Source: Data from routine returns to the GUMCAD STI Surveillance System
(HIV testing in England (https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hiv-annual-data-
tables) of the accompanying data tables).

Partner notification
In 2023, a total of 936 people were reported by specialist SHSs as a contact
following partner notification, a 10% increase from 842 in 2022. Of these, 84%


